The Beginning in 1960

It is now fifty years since Village Bible Church was founded as The Village Church in the then
new Chicago suburb of Carol Stream in DuPage County, Illinois. Asapart of thisyear’s 50th
Celebration of God's faithfulness it is appropriate to share the past and to look forward to the
future as we continue to serve God in our community.

The Village of Carol Stream started as a housing development in the farm fields north of North
Avenue and west of Gary Avenue in thelate 1950's. The first residents moved into the villagein
thefall of 1958. The church was avision of asmall group of families who were some of the first
residents. At avillage-sponsored picnic in the summer of 1959 Sid and Sandra Warner, Art and
Carolyn Morse and John and Arlene Y ounglove with their families were visiting together. It was
Sid Warner who observed the many children playing at the picnic and commented that there
should be a Sunday School in the village to reach these children for Christ. Art Morse agreed
and said that the same thought had occurred to him aswell. It was on October 4, 1959 that these
families were joined by Dewey and Freda Webber at the home of Sidney and Sandra Warner to
discuss organizing a Sunday School. A further meeting was held on November 25, 1959 at the
home of Art and Carolyn Morse to formally advance the formation of a church to be called * The
Village Church’.

Art Morse recalls talking with afellow worker, Bill Frykman, who suggested he talk with Robert
VanKampen, a Christian businessman. Mr. VanKampen was the owner of some of the farmland
which became Carol Stream. Mr. VanKampen and Dr. Kenneth Gieser also saw the need for a
church in Carol Stream. They made a commitment to make land available in the village for a
church, provided the church establish a sound doctrinal statement, be organized and functioning
in awell organized manner, and be able to support a pastor.

Several Wheaton area churches took up the challenge of a mission project in Carol Stream.
These were Wheaton Bible Church, College Church of Christ, Wheaton Evangelical Free Church
and Pleasant Hill Community Church. The Webbers and Y oungloves were then attending the
College Church, and the Morses, the Evangelical Free Church. The Warners had moved from
Elmhurst. In the weeks that followed they were joined by Elton and Joyce Dresselhaus, Bob and
Lettie Beaird, and Tino and Ramono Gutierrez as they met weekly for prayer seeking God's
direction. It wason April 4, 1960 that a not-for -profit Illinois corporation was formed by the
Secretary of State giving legal existenceto ‘The Village Church’. Theinitial board was
composed of Art Morse as Chairman, Dewey Webber as Secretary and Sid Warner as Treasurer.

The next step was to find a pastor to serve the church and begin regular
services. Pastor Gerald Gabrielle of Pleasant Hill Community Church
provided encouragement and guidance to the organizers of the church
during its formative weeks. Russell Ruch who was then attending and
involved in the ministry of Pleasant Hill Community Church was
recommended to the church as a possible pastor. The church interviewed
Mr. Ruch in the spring of 1960 and shortly thereafter extended acall to
him to become Pastor of the church.




He accepted this call in July, initially, as a part-time pastor, and then as of February 1, 1961 as
full-time pastor.

Mr. Ruch attended Philadel phia Bible Institute and Berean Bible School in Allentown,
Pennsylvania from which he graduated in 1956. 1n 1959 he received a Bachelor’s Degree from
Taylor University in Upland, Indiana. He was married to hiswife, Eleanor Ziegler, in August of
1959.

v Arrangements were made with the Village of Carol
b Stream to use the City Hall building for Sunday morning
services. Thefirst service was held on July 24, 1960.
. Aninvitation was circulated to the entire village
announcing the time and place of the worship service.

During the summer of 1960 the church purchased on contract from
Durable Construction Co. aresidence at 391 N. Arrowhead Trail in
thevillage. Thiswasto be used as a meeting place aswell asa
parsonage for Pastor Ruch and his family. With the help of Bill
Heinze, a painter who was attending the church, the men of the
church arranged to paint the new residence in exchange for a credit
against the purchase price of the property. The building was
completed at the end of September 1960 and the first serviceswere
held on October 2, 1960. At this time Children’s Church and TR
evening services began aswell. A dedication service of the new church bUI Idi ng was held on
November 6, 1960 in the building.

During the fall and winter of 1960-61, a committee was appointed to draft a Statement of Faith
and Constitution for the church. Upon completion of these documents, the last two Sundays of
March 1961 were designated as ‘ Charter Membership’ Sundays. Those attending the church
who professed faith in Christ and who desired to become members were invited to sign as
‘Charter Members' on those Sundays. A total of 30 individuals expressed this desire and became
the initial members of the church. The Charter Members were Robert and Lettie Beaird, Jack
and Lillian Danidl, Elton and Joyce Dresselhaus, Mary Gabriele, Fortino and Ramona Gutierrez,
William and Lois Heinze, Arthur and Carolyn Morse, Carl and Jay Nelson, Donal and Barbara
Nilsson, William and Florence Newman, Edward and Beverly Olsen, Russell and Eleanor Ruch,
Sidney and Sandra Warner, Dewey and Freda Webber, Janet Webber, and John and Arlene

Y ounglove.

A membership meeting was held on April 13, 1961 to adopt the Statement of Faith and the
Constitution and elect officers of the church in keeping with the newly adopted Constitution.



Early Growth

Asthe village grew, so did The Village Church. It soon became necessary to acquire additional
space for holding Sunday School each week. Different departments of the Sunday School were
held in homesin thearea. Thefirst was the home of Ralph and Jean Balog, on Thunderbird
Trail. The Balogs were friends of the church who attended el sewhere but made their family
room available for Sunday School. Other homes utilized were those of Roger and Marge Dean,
members who lived about a half ablock from the church on Thunderbird Trail, Elton and Joyce
Dresselhaus who lived a few blocks away on Shawnee Drive, and Larry and Helen Neidig.
Changes in location for the various Sunday School departments required that a number of the
men would be assigned to move old donated pianos as the changes occurred. Transportation was
provided by Bob Beaird with his small blue box trailer. Thistrailer, ironically, wasjust large
enough to hold an upright piano. Some of the pianos took a beating with this constant
transportation.

The facilities soon became too cramped to have the church be both a parsonage and sanctuary.
In November 1962 permission was received from the school district to use Carol Stream School
for Sunday School and morning worship services for the remainder of the school year.

In December 1962, Pastor Ruch resigned as pastor of the church. A pulpit search committee was
formed to seek anew pastor. Inthe interim, several men from the area spoke on Sundays as
pulpit supply. These included professors from Moody Bible Institute who lived in the Wheaton
area. Dr. Arthur Mercer, one of the Moody professors, was appointed as interim pastor and
served in that capacity from April to December 1963. Rev. JamesF.
Conway was called as pastor in the fall of 1963 and moved to Carol
Stream from Newton, Kansas where he had served as pastor of alocal
church. Rev. Conway with hiswife, Sally, and their three daughters
bought a home on Thunderbird Trail in the village.

. Following Pastor Conway’ s arrival, the church began to grow
significantly. The church house on Thunderbird was too small to hold
Sunday Services. The gymnasium at Carol Stream School which was
behind the church house was again rented for Sunday mornings. Both
Sunday School and church services were held at the school each week.
Some of the classrooms were used for Sunday School and the
gymnasium for the morning service. This move provided much needed space to accommodate
the growing congregation.

In October 1962, a Sunday School contest was held called “ Space Race”. Promotion for the
contest included a parade on Saturday with arocket (made from a discarded water heater) on a
flat bed trailer. Thetrailer was pulled through the village and space rulers were distributed to
children and families along the way. Besides the parade, the contest features included a Rocket
Balloon Launch and a Telescopic Space Probe. A new Sunday School attendance record of 133
was reached on October 21. A grand prize was awarded to Sandra Eichem and her teacher, Janet
Webber. The prize was a helicopter ride to Chicago and a visit to Adler Planetarium.



During a subsequent Sunday School attendance contest with several other small churchesin
DuPage County, a new record Sunday School attendance of 234 was achieved. A balloon launch
was one of the highlights of that contest aswell. Cards attached to the balloons were returned
from as far away as Pennsylvania.

New Building Expansion

In September 1961, a building committee was formed to look into acquiring the land designated
for The Village Church and constructing a building to house the ministry of the church. Ed
Olsen was appointed as the Chairman of the committee with Jack Daniel, Art Morse, Bob
Beaird, Dewey Webber, John Y ounglove, Elton Dresselhaus, and Ramona Gutierrez asthe initial
members of the committee. Shortly after the committee was formed, Ed Olsen was appointed to
be the contact person for the acquisition of the land. No definite site had been designated by Jay
Stream, the developer. Hisinitial thought was to provide land along Gary Avenue. He did not at
the time have actual control over that land but it was in his future plans. Since the church was
not ready to begin a building program, the delay in land acquisition was not a setback. The
building committee began looking at churches and their facilities and working on size and style.
One of the members of the building committee was familiar with an organization called Church
Enterprises, Inc. whose purpose was to help new congregations build churches. Discussions
were held with Church Enterprises both in Carol Stream and at their headquarters in South Bend,
Indiana. A contract was approved and signed in June of 1962 for a“‘Wildwood’, precut church
building at a contract price of $55,000.00. During this period contacts continued to be made
with Jay Stream to acquire the land for the church. Each time Mr. Stream was contacted, Ed
Olsen was advised to call again in about two weeks. After another month went by another call
was made and the answer was to call again in about two weeks — * Something should be known
by that time.” This process went on for well over ayear and became an expected response which
provided some humor at committee and church business meetings.

The location of the land for the church was finally designated and acquired in 1964. Mr. Stream
was in the process of acquiring an 80 acre farm on Kuhn Road west of the then village limits.
Thiswas a T-shaped piece of property with the bottom of the T fronting on Kuhn Road. A road
was planned (later to be named Munson Drive) for the middle of the portion of the property that
abutted Kuhn Road. Thiswas also about where the driveway back to the farm was located.
Kuhn road was then a gravel road with many holes. It was areal challenge to navigate the road,
especially after heavy rains. A little less than two acres of land was to be provided to the church
at the northeast corner of this property along Kuhn Road.
The property acquired was raw farm land. A cost of $5,000
was placed on the land. In fulfillment of their commitment,
contributions to the church from Mr. Robert VanKampen, Dr.
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Kenneth Geiser, and Mr. Jay Stream made it possible for the
church to purchase the land without using any of its own
funds. A dedication service was held on the land in the late
spring of 1964, at which time a sign was constructed to
advertise the location of the new church building.




The church also acquired an option to purchase the land between the church property and
Munson Drive - approximately another two acres. The option was for $8,000 and was
exercisable when the street was constructed. Unfortunately, the option was never exercised due
to lack of funds.

Prior to acquiring the property on Kuhn Road, Church Enterprises had financia problems and
was not able to perform its part of the contract. A vote was taken by the church membership to
cancel the contract with Church Enterprises, Inc. on June 28, 1964. Since a church building had
to be designed and constructed, a vote was a so taken at that meeting to retain architect Walter
Carlson to do thiswork. Mr. Carlson was a member of an evangelical church in Glenview,
[llinois and had designed a number of churches. He was familiar with the type of ministry of
The Village Church and was an able architect. A number of meetings were held with him to
determine size, space, materias, etc. The design concept was presented by Mr. Carlson a a
membership meeting on August 16, 1964. An estimated cost for the project was $88,000. The
plan was unanimously approved by the membership.

A ground-breaking ceremony was held at the property on Sunday afternoon, October 25, 1964,
with Rev. Larry Love, pastor of Wheaton Evangelical Free Church, as speaker,

Following completion and approval of the plans and drawings by the church, a contract was
signed with Staalsen Construction Company of Chicago to construct the building for $60,000.
The balance of the cost came from donated |abor by the members of the church. Construction of
the church began in April 1965. On June 30, 1965, there was a special meeting of the
membership to approve the borrowing of $60,000 from Bell Savings and L oan Association for
construction of the church building. The mortgage loan was for aterm of 15 years with annual
interest at the rate of 5 %2%.

In September of that year a cornerstone- laying service was
held. Dr. L. Poindexter McClenny, pastor of the College
Church, was the speaker for this occasion. John

Y ounglove, our resident mason, laid the cornerstonein
place and mortared the joints. The charter membership list
and various other items of church and community interest
were inserted in ametal box in acavity before bricks were
laid to seal the cornerstonein place.

Arrangements had been made for the men of the church to do a substantial amount of the work to
reduce the cost of construction. The work done by church people included the fireplace by John
Y ounglove, with the help of several others as laborers. Also the roof was shingled, thetile and
carpeting were laid on the floors, the cement block walls in the basement were constructed, the
boiler and heating system were installed, and all walls and ceilings were stained and painted.
Pastor Conway'’ s father was a heating contractor in Ohio. He brought the boiler from Ohio and
helped to get it set up and installed. The landscaping was also done by volunteers. Pastor
Conway had a contact at Morton Manor on North Avenue which, at the time, was overgrown
with trees and shrubs. Severa of the men balled the trees which are presently on the property
and transplanted them to their present locations. These included the maples, crabapples, oaks,



and pines which we enjoy. The willow trees along Kuhn Road were already on the property at
the time of purchasein 1964.

The shingling of the roof also provided a couple of memorable episodes; one involved the
energetic and resourceful Larry Neidig. Larry had only one arm. He had lost one arm below the
shoulder in afarming accident when he was a boy in Pennsylvania. In order to get to the roof,
ladders were erected to the flat roof over the foyer and then from the flat roof up to the peaked
roof. Bundles of shingles had to be transported all the way up these ladders by hand. Larry,
without fear, shouldered a bundle of shingles with his good arm and balanced himself climbing
the ladders all the way to the top. He then helped tack down shingles, even aong the edge of the
eaves, with everyone else.

Gary Smidt was another member of the shingling team. Gary did not appreciate high places. He
climbed to the peak of the roof at which point he sat down and straddled the peak. He would
only reach one or two feet from the peak to nail down shingles and would not come down for
lunch or abreak. He said if he ever got down he would never go up again. Asaresult Gary then
became the one in the future who was called upon in good humor for roof work.

Ed Olsen, as Chairman of the Building Committee, had ‘work days scheduled for Tuesday and
Thursday evenings and all day Saturday, every week, for anumber of months until the work was
completed. There was good cooperation from the members of the church to get the work
finished and not delay the contractor in the work his employees were performing.

Included in the painting done by the church members were the three crosses in front of the
church. John Y ounglove provided scaffolding and severa of the men did the painting. One of
the interesting episodes concerning the painting of the crossesinvolved Art Morse. Hewas of a
mind set not unlike that of Gary Smidt. He did, however, climb the scaffolding to help paint. He
let it be known that he was climbing the scaffolding with fear and trepidation. From that time on
whenever work needed to be done on the crosses, Art was asked, with abit of levity, to
participate. He always declined. The crosses, however, were designed and erected with special
significance. The Service of Dedication on September 25, 1966 stated this significance as
follows:

“THE THREE CROSSES

Thelargest crossin front of the church stands about
35 feet high and dramatically reminds the community
of the cross upon which Christ died for man’'s
forgiveness.

The left crossis shorter and is set close to and
overlapping the center cross. This signifies the thief
on the cross who responded to Christ for forgiveness.

The cross on the right is off to the side, a symbol of rgjection. The calloused thief on this cross
says, ‘| have no room in my life for God.’



‘The Cross sums up the purpose for the existence of our church.” Welift up Christ for all to see
and invite all men to come to faith and commitment to Him. Will you join with usin sharing the
full implication of the Cross?’

Dr. Macom Cronk, pastor of Wheaton Bible Church, was the speaker at the Service of
Dedication. Othersinvolved in the service were Pastor Conway; Rev. Donald McCullough,
pastor of the Carol Stream Baptist Church; Dr. Arthur Mercer; Dr. Kenneth Gieser; and Dr. L. P.
McClenny, pastor of Wheaton College Church. Also bringing greetings were Mrs. Elsie
Johnson, Supt. of Schools; Rev. Lud Golz, pastor of Pleasant Hill Church; and Jack Danidl,
director of Chicagoland YFC.

One of the exciting things that took place during one of the work days on the church building
was the salvation of Monee Larson. Gary and Elaine Smidt had invited their neighbors, Larry
and Monee Larson, to the church. They began attending with their children and became
involved in helping with the finishing of the church. In the process of getting the church ready
for the first service, Monee was confronted with her relationship with the Lord while sitting in
the last pew. Asaresult of this discussion, she asked the Lord to comeinto her life - agreat
climax to abuilding project. Severa years|ater, the Larsons were transferred to the state of
Washington where Monee suffered a brain aneurism and went to be with the Lord. The crossin
the sanctuary was given as amemorial to the life and salvation of Monee Larson.

Christian Education in the 1960s

Reaching the children of the village was one of the early goasin establishing the church in 1960.
In the first year, a Christian Education Committee was formed to establish and oversee the
various programs. Art Morse served as Chairman of the Committee as well as Sunday School
Superintendent for the first several years. Larry Neidig followed Art in both positions after
which both positions reverted once again to Art Morse. In the spring of 1966 Sunday School
enrollment was 187; however, at the start of a SS contest, the attendance reached 205.

Children’s Church was instituted early on under the leadership of two Wheaton College students
for the Beginner Church program, and Hugh and Janet Pillsbury for the Primary Church
program. The leadership changed from time to time during the decade.

Pioneer Girls was begun as a club program for girlsin the middle 1960s. Christian Service
Brigade for boys was started shortly thereafter. These were successful programs for reaching
and training the youth of the church and the community.

Vacation Bible School was held in 1962 with average attendance about 100. VBSin 1964, under
the direction of Helen Neidig, had an average attendance of 131. In the summer of 1966, the
new church building was able to be utilized and the VBS average attendance was 208, and in
1967 the average was 172. It continued to be held thereafter as one of the youth outreach
programs of the church.

Mission Emphasisin the 1960s



From the beginning of the church there was a strong desire to be involved in a mission outreach.
It began its missionary participation by supporting both the Indo-Burma Pioneer Mission and
International Studentsin 1961. The first annual Missonary Conference was held in April of 1963
with atheme of ‘Open Doors'. Speakersincluded Rev. Rochunga Pudaite of Indo-Burma
Pioneer Mission, Dr. L. P. McClenny of College Church of Christ in Wheaton, Rev. Harold B.
Street of Evangelical Literature Overseas, and Rev. Jack McDonald of The Evangelical Alliance
Mission (TEAM). A conference was held in each of the following years during the 1960s.
Support for individual missionaries began in 1963 when our members, Elton and Joyce

Dressel haus, were commissioned to go to Venezuelawith TEAM. In 1966, church members
Ron and Carole Wilson began an overseas ministry with Y outh For Christ International in Peru
and Europe, followed by Bill and Joanie Y oder in 1968, also with YFCI.

The 1970s

Pastor Conway served as pastor until February 1969. Following Pastor Conway’ s resignation,
the Deacon board arranged for the pulpit to be filled by a number of individuals from a number
of different local organizations. This continued until January 1970, when Rev. Harold
Willmington served as interim pastor from January until April 1970. Following the departure of
Pastor Willmington, three men served extended weeks as pulpit supply: Rev. Tom Swan of
Christian Service Brigade spoke through May and June; Rev. Stanley Baldwin of Scripture Press
in July and August and then again in November and December; and Rev. Robert Irvin from
Moody Bible Institute in September and October.

A pastora search committee was formed in March of 1970. The financia pressures had eased to
the point where it was felt that a part-time pastor could be retained to give continuity to our
ministry in the village. Late in 1970 the search committee and the Deacons discussed a
permanent pastoral relationship with Rev. Stanley Baldwin. Before coming to work for

_ Scripture Press, Rev. Baldwin had pastored a church in Oregon. He
could not commit to being a full-time pastor but agreed to serve the
church with a one-third time commitment. Having had Rev. Baldwin
speak extensively through 1970 led the congregation to follow the Lord’s
leading and the recommendation of the Deacons and search committee to
call him as pastor. He began as pastor on the first Sunday in February,
- 1971. Aninstallation service was held on March 21, 1971, with pastors
from Pleasant Hill Community Church, Carol Stream Baptist Church,
College Church, Wheaton Bible Church, and First Baptist Church of
Wheaton participating.

In the 1972 Annual Report of the church, Pastor Baldwin expressed hisaim as follows: “1 have
sought the leading of the Lord in my messages, always considering the needs of the congregation
aswell asthe faithful and systematic communication of the Word of God. | have labored to keep
my messages relevant, fresh, honest, edifying to saints, evangelistic, and informative.” He went
on to say, “1 have labored to ‘ keep the unity of the Spirit in the bond of peace.’”



